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ACTION NEA- 10 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 PM-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-IO 
NSAE-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 INRE-00 /043 W 

038930 24II2IZ/21 

O 240934Z APR 78 

PM AMEMBASSY NEW DEI .HI 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1 132 

CONPIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 6374 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (DESAI, MORARJI), IN 

SUBJECT: REVIEW OF PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO INDIA 

REF: A. NEW DELHI 1080 B. STATE 93821 

1. EMBASSY HAS REVIEWED ITS PILES ON THE PRESIDENT'S TRIP 

AND BELIEVES THAT DEPARTMENT HAS ALL AVAILABLE RELEVANT INPOR- 
MATION. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE ANALYSIS IN REFTEL A 
CORRECTLY PUTS THE INDIAN REACTION TO THE VISIT INTO PROPER 
PERSPECTIVE. 

2. EMBASSY OPPICERS MOST CLOSELY INVOLVED IN PRESIDENT'S 
VISIT HAVE ATTEMPTED TO REVIEW QUESTIONS RAISED REPTEL B; 

WE HAVE ASKED OURSELVES WHETHER IN INDIAN EYES WE MADE MISTAKES 
SUCH AS AROUSING FALSE EXPECTATIONS OR OTHERWISE MISLEADING THEM. 
GENERALLY SPEAKING, WE BALIEVE THAT WE CREATED NO DIPPICULTIES 
POR THE INDIANS AND THAT IN THEIR OPINION THE VISIT WENT PRETTY 
MUCH AS WE BOTH HAD PLANNED IT. DCM RECENTLY HAD THE OPPORTUNITY 
INDIRECTLY TO RAISE THE SUBJECT WITH MEA JOINT SECRETARY, 

AMERICAS DIVISION, A.G. ASRANI, WHO CONFIRMED THAT THEY WERE 
PREPARED FOR ALL ISSUES RAISED BY AMERICAN SIDE, I.E; THAT WE HAD 
NOT SURPRISED THEM. 

3. THE INDIAN PRESS HAD COMMENTED THAT PRESIDENT CARTER DISA- 
PPOINTED EXPECTATIONS THAT HE WOULD OPPER INDIA A SUBSTANTIAL 
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ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE PACKAGE DURING HIS VISIT. WE BELIEVE THIS 
KIND OF POPULAR EXPECTATION WAS INEVITABLE, BUT DO NOT BELIEVE 
THAT IT WAS HELD IN SENIOR GOI CIRCLES. MEA, POR EXAMPLE, NEITHER 
WANTED NOR EXPECTED THE ASSISTANCE ISSUE TO BE RAISED DURING 
THE VISIT. THIS POINT HAD BEEN MADE CLEAR TO THE AMBASSADOR BY 
POREIGN SECRETARY MEHTA PRIOR TO THE VISIT. THE DEPARTMENT MAY 
RECALL, HOWEVER, THAT DURING THE EXPANDED BILATERALS PINANCE 
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MINISTER PATEL HAD ATTEMPTED TO RAISE THE AID QUESTION BUT WAS 
CUT OEF BY THE PRIME MINISTER. ONE POSSIBLE EXPLANATION IS THAT 
MORAJI DID NOT WISH THE INDIANS TO INITIATE A DISCUSSION ON AID, 

BUT THAT HE WOULD HAVE RESPONDED TO ANY OEEER MADE BY THE US 
SIDE. IN RETROSPECT WE THINK THAT WHILE THE PRIME MINISTER WOULD 
HAVE RESPONDED TO AN AMERICAN INITIATIVE, HE NEITHER SOUGHT 
IT NOR PARTICULARLY EXPECTED IT. EOR OUR PART WE ARE CONFIDENT 
THAT THE USG DID NOT DO ANYTHING TO GENERATE AN EXPECTATION THAT 
THE PRESIDENT WOULD COME TO INDIA BEARING A BIG OEEER OE ECO- 
NOMIC ASSISTANCE. 

4. THE DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT THE EMBASSY (IN LINE WITH GOI 
VIEWS) SOUGHT TO DE-EMPHASIZE THE NUCLEAR ISSUE BY FOCUSSING ON 
OUR BROAD BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP IN WHICH NUCLEAR MATTERS WOULD 
BE JUST ONE ISSUE. WE DETECTED SOME DISAPPOINTMENT ON THE 
INDIAN SIDE THAT THE NUCLEAR ISSUE WAS RAISED SO EARLY IN 

THE VISIT BY THE PRESIDENT. UNEORTUNATELY THE OPEN MIKE INCIDENT 
CATAPAULTED THE NUCLEAR ISSUE TO FRONT PAGE HEADLINES, THUS 
ERUSTRATING ANY PREFERENCE TO DE-EMPHASIZE IT. 

5. THE PRESIDENT'S OEEER TO SUPPLY INDIA HEAVY WATER, MADE 
DURING HIS ADDRESS AT PARLIAMENT, WAS NOT ANTICIPATED BY THE 
GOT WITH HINDSIGHT, WE BELIEVE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER TO 
HAVE RAISED THIS POSSIBILITY WITH THE GOI IN ADVANCE, SO THAT WE 
MIGHT HAVE HAD AN IDEA AS TO WHERE THEY WOULD USE THE HEAVY WATER, 
IE THEY ACCEPTED OUR OFEER. THIS WOULD HAVE AVOIDED THE POSSIBI- 
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LITY OE EMBARRASSMENT WE ARE NOW EACING. 

6. ICA NEW DELHI HAS PRODUCED A PUBLIC OPINION STUDY OP THE IMPACT 
OP PRESIDENT CARTER'S VISIT TO INDIA, WHICH SHOULD BE AVAILA- 
BLE TO THE DEPARTMENT THROUGH ICA WASHINGTON. THE STUDY POUND 
THAT IN THE WAKE OP THE VISIT, PRESIDENT CARTER ENJOYS HIGH POPU- 
LARITY IN INDIA AND ADDED TO IT BY THE VISIT. TWO-THIRDS OF 

THE RESPONDENTS (1500 LITERATE ADULTS PROM THE COUNTRY'S POUR 
LARGEST CITIES) BELIEVE THAT THE VISIT HELPED INDO-US RELATIONS. 

THOSE RESULTS SQUARE WITH OUR OWN IMPRESSIONS OF HOW INFLUENTIAL 
INDIANS -ESPECIALLY THOSE IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE- VIEW THE 
PRESIDENT'S VISIT. 

GOHEEN 
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